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nearer markets of the Atlantic, and be transported to
waggons, and thence by a cheaper conveyance on the cagy), Be
sides, the line of the canal to be opened .in the spring, passes th.
anthrfacite coal region of Virginia, to which it will be conpeetgq. ba
a short rail road, a few miles below Hancock. A coal 'Cdmpany, ;[Z
corporated by Virginia has been actively engaged in opening these
mines. Several veines have been found of very superior quality
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and promising an abundant supply, 2nd should the expectations of
that company be realized, the day is not distant, when from thjs
source a vast accession to the revenue of the canal will be derived,

But what, we respectffully ask, can limit the coal trade on the
ﬁﬁe’éapeéke and Ohio Canal, when finished to Cumberland, but its
¢apacity. fo convey that mineral? In quantity it is inexhaustible,
and by the analysis of the most skilful chemists it is found.to be of
richer quality, than any coal with which it has been compared, either
of this country or England. Its excellence will surcly give ita pre.
ference, as it can bé supplied not only as -cheaply, but we beliere
much cheaper than from any other quarter. And it isa notorious
- faet, that, notwithstanding the great annual increase in the quantity
of coal brought into market, there is no diminution in price, but on
the contrary an’advance, the supply not keeping pace with the de
mand for consumpticn. We are informed from authentic reports
that 1,700,000 tens of coal are annually transported on the Motk.
fand Canal to the Town of Glasgow, in Scotland; and from the caps-
city of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, four times that quanily
could be conveyed on this, The population of that town but litile
‘éxceeds ihat of Baltimore and tie Distriet Cities, and the amount of
coal trnnsported on that canal, if econveyed on ours would give 2n
interest, on its cost,of 18 per cent.  But we do not conceive, that
the market for it is to be confined to the cities ot Maryland and the
Distriet of Columbia; but that it will be shipped to every Atlantic
state. The fact cannot be controverted, that the most profitable 1n-
vestmenis which have been madé in works of internal improvement,
of any extent, either in this country or in Europe, are in canai
1jeading to mineral regions. It is not reasonable to suppose that ll}e
Chesapeake and Qhio Canal is to stand as a solitary exception, tor
this would be’a violent presumption, in the face of exprrience and
facts. And we would respectfully mvite the attention of your kx-
celleney and the honorable members of ithe Legislature, to e pro
bable extent and value of our eoal trade, asset forth in !hﬁe abstra-ct_sl
made from the reportof Geo. W. Hughes, Exq. United States C'”;
Engiueer, published in our last annual report, vide pages—iL, 1%
13. . "
w Marvland

K

- »
TN
11 1

nxr
1 TA

- n VaSihtd ;nrarigr f_o manv Of her

iste : e A A ources may
sister states, yet in geograohical position and natural resource el
proudly compare even with the “empire state.”” She holds w!
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